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Causes for Concern procedures

We will endeavour to offer the pupils in our care the widest range of learning
experiences possible, so as to develop fully, the whole child.
Our delivery of the curriculum is designed to develop skills for learning,
independence, collaboration and initiative, and to encourage the development of
imaginative, creative and enquiring minds. In this way we can ensure that each
child has the opportunities to acquire an all-round
education and to use this as a basis for
LIFE-LONG LEARNING.

If you have a concern about your child, please discuss it in the first instance with your
child’s teacher. Usually all problems can be addressed and rectified through this method.
The Education Act 2002 requires all schools to have in place a School Complaints Procedure.
Some of these procedures are determined and acted upon by specific departments within
the Local Authority e.g. Child Protection, School Meals, School Admissions etc. The
governing body has produced a set of “General School Complaints Procedures”. A copy of
this document is available from the Headteacher upon request.
Publication Of School Information
One of the aims of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 is that public authorities
including schools, should be clear and proactive about the information they will make public.
To do this the Governing Body have produced a publication scheme.
A copy of this document is available from the Headteacher upon written request.
Conclusion
If you have chosen Middlestone Moor Primary School for the next stage of your child's
education we are sure that s/he will spend a memorable time with us, full of happy learning
experiences. Our main aim is to give children a well rounded education and one which they
hugely enjoy. When they leave us we hope that they will have developed a “love of learning “

and the skills needed to learn as well as a strong respect for both self and others.
If there is anything that you do not understand, or about which you need more detailed
explanation, or if you would like to view the school, then please contact myself via the school
clerk.
Please appreciate that the information in this booklet is correct as at May 2022 but it
should not be assumed that changes will not occur as the year progresses. However we will
update the brochure annually so that the information contained will be correct at the start
of each school year.

It should also be understood that some sections have been summarised,
for ease of information. More detailed information is on record at school
and may be viewed and discussed upon application to school. I will be
pleased to assist.
Thank you for reading !

Miss G Richardson
Head Teacher

Welcome to Middlestone Moor Primary School

Punctuality
As well as attendance, punctuality is also a very important issue in your child’s
education. When children arrive late for school not only does this reduce their education
time but it also causes disruption to lessons that have already begun and so disrupts other
children's education as well. To help us, please ensure that your child arrives in school
before 9.00 a.m. and please note that once the back entrances are closed at 9am, all late
pupils must come to the front entrance so that we can record who is late and how often.
When pupils are late this has to be entered in the register (government regulations) and
this may be classed as an absence so once again this contributes to a higher absence
percentage. To help everyone to know when their children should be in school please find a
list of holidays for next year included in your pack.
Parental Partnership
For the benefits of your child and the school community we foster close parental partnership and co-operation. For your child to get the most out of his/her time at school, we need
parental help in many different ways. We like to see parents in school as much as possible.
You will be invited automatically to school functions, but, if you would like to help in other
ways then please contact your child's teacher to find out how (there will definitely be
ways !).
In the Nursery and Infant departments most parents accompany their children to and from

school and so there is usually an opportunity to talk to parents on a regular basis. In KS2
parents may catch the teacher on the yard, make an appointment, telephone school or send
a note to pass on information.
If a parent feels that their child is having problems at school, academically or emotionally,
they are always welcome to visit and discuss these. A prior telephone call is advisable but
not essential if the matter is urgent. We stress that parents should NEVER be afraid to
discuss with us any difficulties that their children may be having. The Head Teacher will
always see a parent regarding a concern if she is not otherwise vitally engaged.
Children achieve more when schools and
parents work together.

Dear Parents,
On behalf of the staff and governors I would like to extend a warm welcome to you and your
child.
I was delighted to be appointed Head Teacher at Middlestone Moor Primary School from
September 2021 after being the Deputy Head teacher for 11 years.
The warmth and friendly atmosphere of our school is very important and many of our visitors
comment upon the happy and positive ethos. The staff are all 100% committed to the welfare and education of the children. Our school is full of happy, well-behaved, hard-working
children who are a pleasure to teach.
Our aim is to create a happy, safe and stimulating place for children to learn and thrive so
that their potential is fully developed. At Middlestone Moor Primary School we strive to
make every child feel that they are valued and unique and that they are an important part of
the school.
The children are taught that everyone has rights, alongside responsibilities and to make
choices in their attitude and behaviour, recognising the consequence of these choices. We
believe that frequent (merited) praise and encouragement is vital for all of us, especially
children.
Close communication with parents is also necessary to ensure that everyone feels valued and
informed, we really do value your contributions. In order for your child to get the best from
their education we need to work together and positive partnerships with parents are high on
my list of priorities. As far as my diary permits, I aim to operate an ‘open door’ policy.

I would urge you to take the opportunity to come and visit us. I am always happy to show you
around, simply make an appointment at the school office.
I look forward to meeting you in the near future.
Miss G Richardson
(Head Teacher)

ABOUT OUR SCHOOL
Middlestone Moor Primary School was opened in September 2001

Absence from school
We strongly encourage good attendance as research shows that a good attendance
record clearly strengthens the progress, achievement and ultimate attainment levels
reached by a child in school as well as reinforcing the importance of learning.
Parents should phone us or send a message immediately if a child cannot attend school. If
your child needs to attend the doctor, dentist, hospital or clinic, please let the school know
in advance. We will not allow any child to leave school on his/her own and they should be
collected for such a visit. If possible, written confirmation of the visit should be
forwarded to school. Pupils should not be absent for any other appointments in school time
without prior permission from the Headteacher.

Our school is situated in large, attractive grounds including an exceptionally large playing
field. We have developed defined areas for specific purposes within the grounds such as an
allotment area, story telling area, gazebo, forest, sandpits and a fire pit. We have an
enclosed multi games area and a large pond.

The Local Education Authority and the school STRONGLY discourage children from taking
holidays in school time due to the impact that this can have on a child’s education. Schools
must follow the Local Authority procedures regarding absence during term time and this
may mean a fixed penalty fine from the LA if a child accrues 7 days of unauthorised
absence in a given period.
Parents can help maintain good attendance in many ways:

The first thing to do is to help your children to understand the importance of
regularly coming to school. Most absences are, or course, for genuine reasons but it
has been known for children to be kept off school when they aren't ill and even to
attend such things as hairdressing appointments and shopping trips. All schools are
open for teaching purposes for 190 days each year so that leaves 175 days each year
when these other activities can be carried out, ample opportunity when we have
Sunday and holiday opening.

In the centre of the school we have the main Administrative areas, Headteacher's room



first day of absence. Failure to do this will mean that the absence will be

and medical room. This area also accommodates our School Hall. Leading from this are two

unauthorised and the government will see this as truancy. All absences will be followed

corridors which accommodate 10 classes. In 2016 we took over the building adjacent to
school which used to be the Children’s Centre. This now provides a
fantastic safe and attractive environment for our Nursery children.

up by the school for safety reasons ( ie. the whereabouts of the child).


number of pupils on roll at present is 248 Key Stage 1 and 2 pupils
plus 30 children attending Nursery.

Holidays during term time will be authorised in very exceptional circumstances only.
Requests for term time holidays must be made prior to the holiday by completing a

The school caters for children at the Nursery, Infant and Junior
stages of their education between the ages of 3 and 11 years. The

When your child is absent the school should be informed of this by telephone on the

“leave of absence” form.


If children have a medical appointment during school hours we ask parents to inform
the school of the time, date and arrangements for collecting the child. Wherever
possible we need to see the appointment card as records must be kept for the Local
Authority.
(Our full school attendance policy can be viewed on the school website).

Responsible Use of the Internet

SCHOOL TIMES

Supervised access to the internet is a vital part of the ICT curriculum.
Pupils will be able to research information from museums, libraries, news providers and
suitable internet sites as part of their every day classroom experience. Through the Local
Authority we have purchased our Internet access from an educational supplier that
operates a filtering system that restricts access to inappropriate materials. All our
computers with Internet Access can be seen by a member of staff at all times and, as
stated above, access will be supervised. Children are trained to switch off the monitor

8.50am

and inform an adult if they feel something appears on the screen which is “not right”. For

9.00am – 12.00noon

several reasons children are not permitted to access mobile phones during the school day.

1pm – 3.15pm

Doors are opened to pupils.
Morning session for key stage 1 and 2 pupils.

Afternoon session for key stage 1 and 2 pupils.

If a child needs to bring a mobile phone to school for safety reasons, then a note from

parents is required. The phone will be looked after securely by the class teacher and
collected by the child at home time.
Nursery

Anti Bullying Policy
In recent years a great deal has been said about bullying in schools. We would like
prospective parents to understand that we take a firm stance against all forms of
bullying. Through our commitment to rights and respect, bullying is not a problem in our
school however included in the school's policy to combat bullying are the following
guidelines that help to outline our commitment:

“We do realise that some bullying may occur in all schools. It can be a worrying,
anxious time for families when children are afraid to attend school as a result of threats,
intimidation or violence. However the staff and children of Middlestone Moor Primary
School are committed to eliminating this anti-social behaviour and we will do all in our
power to achieve this.”
Please discuss this with your child and like us, try to encourage them to understand that
when they come to this school no-one should bother, pester or harm them. Children also
need to understand the difference between genuine bullying and just “falling out” with
their friends. Children have the right to be happy at school and if they do encounter
bullying they should get help by TELLING - parents, teachers, and friends, instead of

keeping worries to themselves. If you suspect that your child is the victim of bullying we
would urge you to tell a member of staff, personally or by telephone, so that the matter
can be discussed. Following an incident being reported, the victim, bully and witnesses will
be interviewed by a member of the teaching staff and then appropriate action will be
taken. This will include informing parents of both victim and bully of the outcome, if felt
necessary. If your child is established as committing bullying behaviour then we will need
your support and co-operation in any action taken.

Morning Nursery
Start 8.45am-9.00am
Children can be picked up between 11.30am and 11.45am
Afternoon Nursery
Start 12.30pm
Children can be picked up between 3.00pm and 3.30pm.
NB.
To offer greater flexibility to our parents we now offer a choice of attendance options in
the Nursery, either five half days or two full and one half day.

Curriculum Rationale
At Middlestone Moor Primary School, our curriculum is designed to provide our children with the

Medication

knowledge, understanding and skills they need for their education now and a foundation for learning in

The administration of prescribed medicines is a parental responsibility and

the future. We aim to provide a broad and balanced curriculum that meets the needs of all children.

parents may come into school to administer prescribed drugs if required. Our first aid

Themes central to our vision and ethos are:


possibilities



respect



skills for learning (Gem Powers).

These key themes are interwoven throughout our curriculum intent.
We recognise that some of our children face barriers to learning, which our curriculum is designed to
address. These barriers include: limited life experiences, limited vocabulary and the need to develop
greater resilience and critical thinking skills. In recognition of the context of the start points of
many of our children, we have a strong focus on the teaching and learning of maths, English and
vocabulary as a lack of skills in these areas could affect future career options.
Our aim is that when children leave Middlestone Moor Primary School they will:

trained staff are able and willing to administer prescribed medication if the need arises.
In order to request this, parents must complete a form of consent and medical information. This can be obtained from the school office.
During the summer term when weather is hot, parents should ensure their child has had
high factor sun cream applied before they attend school, or sent into school with a label
clearly stating the child’s name and caps should be worn to protect heads and eyes.
Car Parking

As the safety of our children is paramount, parents are not able to drive cars onto the
school premises during the school day to drop off or collect children. The school car



achieve their full potential in English and Maths.

parks are for staff and school visitors only. A school crossing patrol is on duty at the



have a wealth of cultural capital through the knowledge and experiences that school has

Rock Road entrance to school at the beginning and end of the school day. The school

provided.

gates are closed to all cars during the arrival and departure times of the pupils. People



have sufficient self-esteem and high aspirations for them to pursue success in the future.

with disabilities should contact the school office so that we can facilitate the collection



understand themselves as a learner, have positive attitudes to learning and a toolkit of learning

of their children.

skills they can continue to draw upon.


be tolerant, respectful and empathetic to others with moral character.



be able to make informed choices regarding physical and mental health.

Our curriculum ensures that academic success, creativity and problem solving, reliability,
responsibility and resilience, as well as physical development, well-being and mental health are key
elements that support the development of the whole child and promote a positive attitude to learning.
Our curriculum celebrates diversity and utilises the skills, knowledge and cultural wealth of the
community while supporting the children’s spiritual, moral, social and cultural development, ensuring
that children are well prepared for life in modern Britain. Our curriculum not only covers the
statutory aspects of the National Curriculum but also maximises opportunities to take account of our
local heritage. Our subject’s leaders are currently carefully building a curriculum with appropriate
coverage, content, structure and sequencing.
In our aim to introduce children to the “best that has been thought and
said,” we would not only hope to engender an appreciation of human
creativity and achievement, but also teach the children to evaluate for
themselves what is the “best” and to be confident in their own opinions.

Doors
To keep our school secure all outside doors are locked through the course of the
school day. All parents and visitors are asked to enter school via the main entrance and
report to the office. Also, any pupils arriving after 9.05 am must enter via the main
entrance and report to the school office as punctuality is closely monitored.

Safeguarding

What Defines our School ?

We aim to create and maintain a caring ethos where all children and adults feel safe, secure and valued. If children feel happy and enjoy school this will encourage good attendance and then create conditions in which they can do their best in every area of school
life. Our school operates as a listening school where children are able to approach adults
with concerns. These will be taken seriously and relevant Durham Safeguarding Children’s

Schools are defined by different sets of principles and practices and the ethos they

Partnership (DSCP) procedures followed without delay if there is a risk/likelihood of, or

operate within. These things in turn are determined by what the school values the most.

actual significant harm.

Our school has several defining characteristics:-

If we have concerns around a child’s safety or welfare or a child informs us of something
to cause us concern, we will try to discuss it with parents whenever possible. If informing
parents would place a child in danger of significant harm or increase the likelihood of sig-

nificant harm, then parents would not be informed and a referral would be made regarding
the child immediately to the Local Authority First Contact Service.
Key Features of our practice:

Stringent vetting procedures for staff and other adults in school.



Well trained staff in safeguarding procedures.



A curriculum that promotes safeguarding, teaching pupils how to stay safe, how to
protect themselves from harm and take responsibility for their own and others’ safety.



Rigorous absence monitoring.



Close collaboration with key professionals eg. school nurse, EWO, parent support advisor .



Providing a centre point for the meeting of school, other professionals and families
and sharing of information to safeguard children.



Our “Rights Respecting” Ethos
At Middlestone Moor Primary School we believe in a moral code, and see good discipline

not only as conducive to learning but as an essential part of the development of wellrounded, caring individuals. Our behaviour policy and routines are based upon
RESPECT for self and others and in 2011 we achieved the UNICEF “Rights Respecting
School Award” Level 2, the highest level achievable. Children are encouraged to respect
their own rights and those of other people and in doing so they develop a sense of responsibility. All classes develop their own charter of rights to follow across the year and children are rewarded not for “good behaviour” but for showing “respect” for a wide range of
rights. The right to learn, the right to be safe and the right to be happy are probably the

ones most prevalent in classrooms.
Our “Respectful Relationships Policy” can be read by parents via the school website. This
outlines in more detail how we promote the excellent behaviour which characterises our
school.



Our Curriculum

-

“Learning” not “Work” !

We seek to provide all of our pupils with a broad, balanced and relevant curriculum
matched to their individual needs. In this way, our pupils gain knowledge of the world
about them and develop a desire to learn more about that world. Our curriculum includes
not only planned activities and experiences but attitudes and values which are practised by
the school and all who work there.
Children in Foundation Stage work towards the Early Learning Goals set by the D.F.E..
This curriculum involves lots of hands-on, practical experiences and learning through
structured play. Across the rest of school, the curriculum our children follow has been

devised by ourselves to meet their needs and interests. It is based entirely on the
National Curriculum but combines subjects ( Mathematics, English, Science, Information
and Computing, Design Technology, Geography, History, Art and Music ) into exciting and
motivating topics which stimulates interest in learning. Physical Education, Religious Education and PSHCE are also taught through topic work or discretely if necessary.
Classes cover a different topic in the different subjects each term and our children have
told us they love this way of learning. Topics are diverse and children pose their own
questions to be answered . We believe in learning which is practical, exciting, challenging
and fun !

We also strongly believe that all children can achieve and do well so every child's progress
is closely assessed, tracked and recorded . There are opportunities for parents to visit
school termly and discuss progress and during each academic year a written report on
progress and attainment is sent home for retention by parents.
With regard to Religious Education, we see this as a continuous process, closely bound up
with moral behaviour and social attitudes and, although this is timetabled, there will be
many opportunities for learning throughout the whole school day. All R.E. work has been
planned closely in line with the Local Authority Agreed Syllabus for the subject. This
reflects a predominantly Christian approach but also teaches the other main faiths and
religions found in the world today.
An act of daily worship is carried out each day through collective worship in the form of
an assembly. This is non-denominational but mainly reflects Christian teaching and values.
All lessons are taken by all pupils but parents should note that pupils may be withdrawn
from Religious Education and Collective Worship. If this is necessary this should be
discussed with the Headteacher.

School Meals
The meals at our school are cooked on site in a purpose built kitchen, and are of an
excellent standard. From September 2022 the daily cost of a school meal is £2.25 per day.
This is payed through Parentpay. Please note—Children from reception to Year 2 will
receive free school meals according to government guidelines.
If you prefer you may send a packed lunch with your child and we hope that you will
support us in our drive for healthy eating by supplying a balanced diet for your child while
at school. For health and/or safety reasons we do not allow cans of fizzy drinks or glass
bottles. Water is provided for drinking as it is for those children who have a school meal.
We ask for parental co-operation in discouraging the bringing of sweets to school at

any time.
Children having a school lunch are not permitted to leave the premises during the lunch
break other than in exceptional circumstances.
Any change from packed lunch to school meals or vice versa must be notified to the
school office at least a week before the change.
Health and Safety
The health and safety of all pupils is a continuing priority of the school. We work closely
with the Health and Child Welfare Authorities and the school nurse makes regular visits.
Parents are notified of medical examinations and are invited to accompany their child. We
need to know if children have any medical problems such as diabetes, epilepsy, asthma etc.
and medical information forms are updated annually.
For minor accidents in school we administer first aid - we have several members of staff
who are first aid trained. If children are ill or have a serious accident in school our policy is
to contact parents immediately. For this we require an address and telephone number of
parent’s likely whereabouts as well as the telephone number and address of an alternative
responsible person who is prepared to take charge of your child should you not be at home.
If we fail to contact a parent or named substitute then we will take whatever emergency
action seems to be required and contact a medical expert. To do this we also need the name
and address of the child's family doctor. Please be assured that we will always act with the
best interests of your child at heart. (A copy of the “Confidential Information” sheet is included at the back of this brochure). It is vital that you inform school immediately should
any of your confidential information eg. telephone numbers, change.

School Outcomes
Due to the covid pandemic and school closures, there is no statutory assessment data for
the end of 2021 to include in this brochure.
Hopefully next year ( summer 2022 )the children will be able to undertake their statutory
assessments , having completed a full year in school.
These will include :


Year 1 Phonic assessment



Year 2 SATs



Year 4—Multiplication Check



Year 6—SATS

In school, relationships and sex education (RSE) is delivered as part of a planned,
developmental PSHE education programme. The relationships aspect of PSHE education
is compulsory in all primary schools. Currently, in any school that provides RSE, parents
have the right to withdraw their children from all or part of the sex education aspects
(excluding learning about reproduction and human development within national
curriculum science). As a school, we provide a sex education programme tailored to the
age and the physical and emotional maturity of our pupils. This programme has been
approved by the school governors and the content we cover is available to view on our
school website. We believe that it is important the children develop a growing
understanding of sexual health and positive relationships from an early age. To enhance
this area, Year 5 children talk with the school nurse about puberty. This is repeated

EYFS

again in Year 6.

In 2021, all pupils took part in the new reception baseline assessment (RBA) within the first

Parents are welcome to discuss any queries or concerns about this aspect of the

six weeks of them starting reception class.

curriculum with the school staff and leadership.

The RBA is a short assessment carried out 1-to-1 with each reception pupil by a reception
teacher, teaching assistant or other suitably qualified practitioner.
The assessments cover the following areas:
Language, communication and literacy, including:
Early vocabulary
Phonological awareness
Early comprehension
Maths, including:
Early numbers
Early calculation (i.e. early addition and subtraction)
Mathematical language
Early understanding of patterns
Teachers will use this information to pinpoint what children already know and what they
need to learn as they progress across the Reception year.

Sport
At Middlestone Moor Primary School we see Physical Education as an integral part
of the primary school curriculum and one of the ways of contributing towards
developing the whole child. To this end, we have a well-planned Physical Education programme based on the National Curriculum, developing, over the Primary phase, all areas
of the subject, including Gymnastics, Aesthetic movement and Dance, Games, Athletics,

Swimming, Outdoor/Adventurous activities and Health related issues. All classes have
regular timetabled sessions of one lesson each week with the above activities balanced
over the whole year. We have a large playing field area, yard area and a large hall, enabling P.E. to be carried out in all weathers. When available we supplement the teaching
of P.E. by staff with the use of trained coaches .
To achieve the government target of an average of 60 minutes daily exercise per week,
children also take part in daily Fit For Life sessions which incorporate a range of high
intensity exercises that build on core strength.

Home Learning
We have a Home Learning policy and our pupils are expected to carry out some learning at
home during the week. The type and amount varies with the age and ability of the child but
there is consistency across classes which is helpful to both parents and pupils. All pupils
may be asked to learn spelling patterns and times tables and read on a regular basis and individual children may be set extra tasks that we feel they may benefit from. Older pupils

Activity Clothing
For P.E. each child should come to school dressed for PE on their designated PE day. PE
clothes are shown below and consist of a white t-shirt and either black leggings or tracksuit
bottoms. They can then wear their school jumper over the top.

may also sometimes be asked to seek information at home or develop a piece of work after
school, if they wish, and we ask that parents encourage their children in these endeavours.
Some home learning is also in online, in the form of a programmes that can be used both in
school and at home.
Research shows that children who complete regular home learning make better progress

than those who do not.

Learning Outside the Classroom
We strongly promote learning outdoors and believe that it is important for all pupils to connect with the natural world. Outdoor learning increases enjoyment and motivation for learning as well as developing a vast range of other skills such as resilience, imagination, ability to
assess risk, social skills and teamwork. We try to take advantage of every opportunity to

T-shirts with school logo and shorts can be purchased through Cre8ive Graphics. There is a
direct link to their website on our school website. You can get uniform delivered directly to school
or you can pick it up from Cre8ive Graphics which are based in Bishop Auckland.

invite interesting people and events into school and to take children out of school to visit

While in Key Stage 2 your child may have swimming lessons. If this is the case, a costume,

people and places in the neighbourhood or further afield. We take our Year 6 pupils to an

swimming cap and towel should be provided. These should be carried together in a bag. No

Outdoor Field Study centre each year which is a tremendous experience to develop not only

valuables should be taken to the swimming baths and children are not allowed to swim if

knowledge but also social skills.

they are wearing any item of jewellery.

Parents will always be informed of these excursions, and may be asked to help sometimes by

A letter is essential if any of these activities are to be missed and sometimes a doctor’s

accompanying groups. (All adults working with children in school will be required to undergo

certificate may be requested. Swimming, games and P.E. are all important parts of the

the necessary police clearance checks).

curriculum and every child must participate. On the grounds of safety, pupils will not be

Obviously, many of these activities need to be financed and so we often look to parents to

allowed to participate in P.E. lessons (including swimming) if jewellery is worn, therefore

help by asking for voluntary contributions towards the costs. Any shortfall is then made up

this needs to be removed.

from our School Fund. It should be understood that although contributions are voluntary, if
the shortfall is too great then some trips or activities may have to be cancelled. As yet,

We thank you for your support in this matter, in the interest

however, the generosity of our parents has meant that this has never had to happen.

of both your child and others.

School Uniform



We expect and encourage all pupils to wear school uniform.

Outdoor Play and Learning (OPAL)
We are continually trying to improve the way we provide, opportunities for outdoor play.

It is generally cheaper than ordinary clothes, especially sportswear and it reduces demands

We believe that play, in it’s correct form, is extremely valuable and beneficial to any child.

from peer pressure while helping our school to have a corporate identity. We also think it

Play enables children to learn through experiences that cannot be taught. Through explor-

looks smart and reflects our ethos of high standards.

ing and testing ideas children learn:

NO jewellery should be worn at all and the wearing of it will be discouraged by

About themselves as a person,

the school on grounds of safety. Small ear studs can be worn but must be removed, by the

About how to get on with people,

child, for swimming and PE activities. Watches must also be removed for all P.E. and games

About the physical world around them.

lessons. (Ears should only be pierced during the summer holidays which gives them a chance

Our on going aim is to develop a wide range of outside play environments and opportunities

to heal). Sensible shoes should be worn so as not to endanger the child. If a child needs to

to meet the needs of all of our children. We believe that high quality play opportunities in

wear wellingtons in bad weather, a pair of sensible indoor shoes/slippers should be brought

the school grounds will support our children’s development in a wide range of ways. Think-

for changing into during the day.

ing skills, creativity, resourcefulness, resilience and social skills are just a few of these

All clothing should be labelled with the child's name to ensure its quick return if lost.

and all of this will make our children better learners.

As there are many garments of a similar colour and style, this is a necessity.
In the current gradual erosion of safe play environments for children outside of school
School uniform consists of the following items:-

we feel that we need to try to provide the opportunities for play and discovery that we

Royal blue sweatshirt or cardigan

had when we were young, utilising our fantastic school grounds and making the time our

White shirt or blouse

children spend outside as valuable to their learning and development as time spent in the

White or blue polo-shirt

classroom. Our children keep wellies in school so that they can access all areas of the

Grey ,navy or black trousers/skirt (Not leggings or tracksuit bottoms)

grounds in all weathers.

Black shoes

Sweatshirts, cardigans, polo-shirts, fleece jackets, t-shirts with school logo and shorts can
be purchased through Cre8ive Graphics. There is a direct link to their website on our school website. You can get uniform delivered directly to school or you can pick it up from Cre8ive Graphics
which are based in Bishop Auckland. They also have the clothes available to try on at the shop if you
are unsure of the size. We also hold a pre-loved uniform event at the end of each term where parents are welcome to take whatever they need, because often children grow out of things before
they wear them out, making it a great way of recycling and doing our bit to help the planet!

(Our Play Policy can be found on the school website ).

Further School Information
Special Educational Needs
At Middlestone Moor we recognise that some children have special talents which require
encouragement, whereas others may need additional help and
support to overcome difficulties and make individual progress. We therefore operate a
detailed stage procedure within a national Code of Practice and parents are invited to be
involved at each stage. When we identify children who have learning or behaviour
difficulties and need help coping with these, we develop a “support plan”. This outlines all
the support that the child will be given in school to further their learning and development.
If, after careful monitoring, a child is still not making satisfactory progress, we will
discuss with parents the option of referring a child to an outside agency for more expert

assessment and help. Ultimately, an Education and Health Care Plan may be developed to


Gem Powers
We firmly believe in not just giving our children knowledge but in providing them with the

skills they need to learn for themselves. Our school has worked with Dr Tom Robson
(TREDU) and “Gem Powers” are used in every classroom and help the children understand
which skills they need to carry out different learning tasks successfully. The children become aware of themselves as earners and we teach the children to get better at the skills
they need to develop. The children learn to identify how to use the different powers and
which ones are needed for different tasks.

Gem powers include :Diamond—solving problems
Ruby– how you make others feel
Sapphire– keeping focused
Emerald– bounce back from mistakes and controlling anger
Topaz—collaboration

support an individual child. Full consultation is made with parents at each stage. Often,
children may be removed from the SEN register altogether once they have received extra
support for a time or accessed specialist help.
Equal Opportunities
At Middlestone Moor Primary School we are committed to providing equal opportunities
for all of our pupils. This means that we equally value the unique qualities of the individual
and that in our daily school life we look at the world from everyone's point of view. We
oppose discrimination on the grounds of gender, ability, religion or class and actively teach
the children to recognise and combat discrimination themselves.
Disability Rights
Included in the Special Educational Needs and Disability Act 2001 are issues relating
to the access to school information and buildings by pupils and parents who may have a

Amethyst—co-operation with a partner

mobility problem. Schools clearly need to be accessible to pupils. The needs of pupils who

We celebrate the children’s learning powers by awarding—‘Good Learning” where children

Education and Health Care Plan. The needs of parents who have a disability that limits their

are rewarded for the effort they have put into their learning and the gem powers they have

have a disability will be addressed as part of the process for assessing a child who has an
mobility and who may legitimately wish to gain access to our school is of importance to us.

used.

Our school has been designed with access in mind and is built on one level. There are also

Gem powers are skills for life !

they have a mobility problem they may contact the Headteacher so that arrangements can

both adult and pupil toilets in school that cater for the disabled. Parents should note that if
be put into place to manage their access to school.

